MINUTES - FACULTY SENATE MEETING, OCTOBER 4, 1989
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Gunther J. Holst
at 3:02 p.m.
I.

Correction and Approval of Minutes.

Secretary Silvernail corrected on p. M-3, under Weasmer, the
word motion to request. The minutes were approved as corrected.
II.

Reports of Officers.

President Holderman thanked all the members of the faculty and
staff who participated in the relief activities for the victims of
Hurricane Hugo. Volunteers from all nine campuses participated
in the effort. He then spoke to the economic implications of Hugo.
There is a possibility that there will be a call to have a mid-year
budget reduction.
He believes this would be "extraordinarily
counterproductive" for the economic future of the state and the
university. He reported Randy Martin of the College of Business
Administration has indicated the recovery work will actually boost
economic activity with an infusion of money from private and public
sources.
It is estimated that for every dollar spent $2.20 will
be created in state output for economic development.
He said Hugo was no blessing and it was certainly a disaster
but not one we can not come back from and recover. The state does
have a "rainy-day fund" and this event would seem to qualify as a
rainy day.
He noted the Provost was on an economic development trip to
Japan. He then asked for questions.
Professor Fellers (ENGR) asked if any of the campuses suffered
material damage?
Holderman said we were very fortunate. We did lose the Baruch
Institute labs and equipment - $2.5m but insured with a $75,000
deductible. In addition, Lancaster suffered some roof damage and
Sumter had damage to a newly renovated administration building.
On this campus the "bubble" athletic building was destroyed. There
has been no decision made yet to rebuild or what might replace the
building.
Many of the campuses were closed for several days and
Coastal Carolina is housing many students who lost their shelters
in the Myrtle Beach area.

M-1

Professor Aylward (FORL) said he would like to correct some
information coming from the Provost about cancellation of foreign
language classes at the beginning of the Fall Semester.
It was
stated qualified instructors could not be found.
In fact, he
(Aylward) had a list of 25 qualified people ready to be called.
The problem was financial not the lack of qualified people.
Holderman again ref erred to Hugo's impact on the state's
economy and budgetary considerations.
Professor Conant (MUSC) pointed out that tourism would certainly be adversely affected and this in turn would cause economic
problems, but other developments such as construction could
moderate some of the losses.
Holderman again pointed out he was in no way dismissing Hugo
as a disaster.
It was and it was very destructive, especially to
the small towns on both the outer and inner coastal plains and
piedmont.
III.
A.

Reports of Committees.

Faculty Senate Steering Committee, Professor Silvernail,
Secretary:

Silvernail announced a vacancy on student-Faculty Relations Committee. Nominations are to be made at the November meeting.
B.

Grade Change Committee, Professor Pauluzzi, Chair:

Pauluzzi explained committee operating procedures and requested that any faculty member who perceives a potential problem with
a grade change, as published in the agendas, please call the
Faculty Senate Office and the committee will
review the
documentation. He then moved the committee report. The report was
approved as distributed.

c.

Curricula and Courses Committee, Professor Brown, Chair:

Brown made several editorial changes to the committee report.
Item I.B., change title of PORT 398 to SELECTED PORTUGUESE TOPICS;
change credit for PORT 398 to 1-3; add to description: Individual
topics to be announced under suffix and title. He then moved item
I A and B. These were approved.
Brown then withdrew item II. B.
approved.
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He moved item II.A.

This was

D.

Safety Committee, Professor Conant, Chair:

Conant referred to the committee report (pp. A-7,8) and urged
all faculty to take advantage of the services offered by the USC
Law Enforcement and Safety Division. He especially urged the use
of Project I.D ..
He pointed out that all the university family
needs to exercise care and responsibility for safety's sake.
In
addition, he announced next week is Safety Week.
E.

Faculty Advisory Committee, Professor Felix, Chair:

Felix announced the committee had received
inquiries
concerning the Tenure and Promotion Committee's operation.
They
are
looking
at
that
situation.
A question
concerning
administrative structure and administrative salaries will be
studied by the Budget Committee.
F.

Other Committees.

Holst reminded the Senate that committee annual reports were
attached to the agenda and asked for questions.
Professor Weasmer (GINT) questioned the meaning of a student
athletic appeals committee in the Athletic Advisory Committee
report.
Professor Wertz (PRSC), a committee member explained the
background of the three person committee and noted it was involved
in admission of student-athletes who do not meet university
admission requirements but do meet NCAA requirements.
Weasmer questioned whether such appeals should be the concern
of the Athletic Advisory Committee rather than Admissions
Committee.
Wertz indicated she was unable to answer that question.
Weasrner recommended Faculty Advisory Committee look into the
nature and function of the student athlete appeals committee to see
that there is no overlap with other committees.
Holst remanded the request to Faculty Advisory Committee.
Conant asked of Faculty Welfare Committee if funds purloined
from the State Health Plan had been returned?
Professor Becker (HIST), for Faculty Welfare Committee, said
he understood about $17m-$19m of the total had not been replaced.
Conant mentioned that the entree prices downstairs
Faculty House seemed high.
Holst said he would look in to the matter.
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in the

IV.

Report. of Secretary.

Silvernail reported the following committee chairs had been
filled:
1.

Health Professions Undergraduate Advisory Committee
Professor Edwin R. Jones.

2.

Patent and Copyright Committee
Professor David Shipley

3.

Savannah River Review Committee
Professor Elmer Schwartz

4.

Bookstore Committee
Professor Cheryl Luke

He also reported that the recommendation, passed at the
September meeting, to add the Faculty Senate Chair-elect to the
Faculty-Board of Trustees Liaision Committee had been forwarded to
the Board for their action.
V.

Old Business.
None.

VI.

New Business.
None.

VIII. Good of the Order.
Professor Davis (PSYC) stated the membership of the principal
self study committees was recommended by the Self study Steering
Committee to the President. The President turned no recommendation
down and while the appointment letter came from the President, the
recommendation came from a commmi ttee of ten faculty and three
administrators.
In addition, each committee chair was invited to
add committee members if they saw fit to do so.
He then spoke to differences between the last self study and
the present one.
In addition to being more complex, this self
study has a specific area of assessment. This is mandated by the
Southern Association, not our administration. The philosophy here
is that the local unit is the logical place to develop assessment
programs, not from the central administration. Our first reporting
of assessment will be in December, 1991.
Initial implementation
will begin this academic year. He again noted assessment is to be
developed and implemented by the local unit.
IX.

Announcements.
None.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at
3:41 p.m.
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